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runwdnefiof the/iu face; and chiefly from a kind of tarnifli, or dirty 
fmoaky fubftance, which adheres to the fur face of that very hard body 5 
and though the pointed parts cannot penetrate the fubftance ofGlafs.yet 
may they find pores enough in the tarnifli, or at leaftmake them. 

This Structure I fomevvhat the more diligently furvey’d, becaufe I 
could not well comprehend, how, if there were fuch a glutinous matter 
in thofe fuppofed Sponges, as moll (that have obferv’d that Object in a 
Mkrofcopc) have hitherto believ’d, how, I fay, the Fly could fo readily un- 
glew and loofenits feet : and, becaufe I have not found any other crea- 
ture to have a contrivance any ways like it =, and chiefly, that we might 
not be caff upon unintelligible explications of the rh<enomena of Nature, 
at leaff others then the true ones, where our fenfes were able to furnifh 
us with an intelligible, rationall and true one. 

Somewhat a like contrivance to this of Flies fhall we find in moff other 
Animals, fuch as all kinds of Flies and cafe-wing’d creatures, nay, in a 
Flea, an Animal abundantly fmaller then this Fly. Other creatures, as 
Mites, the Land-Crab, &c. have onely one fmall very (harp Tallon 
at the end of each of their legs, which all drawing towards the center or 
middle of their body, inable thefe exceeding light bodies to fulpend and 
fallen themfelves to almofl any furfacc. 

Which how they are able to do, will not feem ffrange, if we confider, 
firff, how little body there is in one of thefe creatures compar’d to their 
fuperficies, or outfide, their thicknefs, perhaps, oftentimes,not amounting 
to the hundredth part of an Inch : Next, the ffrength and agility of thefe 
creatures compar’d to their bulk, being, proportionable to their bulk, 
perhaps, an hundred times flronger then an Horfe or Man. And thirdly, 
if we confider that Nature does always appropriate the inffruments, fo 
as they are the moff fit and convenient to perform their offices, and the 
molt fimple and plain that poflibly can be 5 this we may fee further veri- 
fy dalfb in the foot of aLoufe which is very much differing from thofe I 
have been defcribing, but more convenient and neceflary for the place 
of its habitation, each of his leggs being footed with a couple of fmall 
claws which he can open or (hut at pleafure, fliap’d almofl like the claws 
°r er orCrab,butvvith appropriated contrivances for his peculiar 
ufe, which being to move its body to and fro upon the hairs of thecrea- 
ture it inhabits. Nature has furnilh'd one of its claws with joints, almofl 
ike thejiointsofa man's fingers, fo as thereby it is able to encompafs or 
grnip a hair as firmly as a man can a (tick or rope. 

Nor, is there a lefs admirable and wonderfull Mecbanifm in the foot 
o a Spider, whereby he is able to fpin, weave, and climb, or run on his 
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